In vowel harmony systems, certain classes of segments may be preferred as triggers - Kaun (1995) notes that rounding harmony is preferentially triggered by non-high segments. In Yakut, for example, both high and non-high vowels can spread rounding to high targets, but only nonhigh vowels can spread to non-high targets. Both language-internally (as in Yakut) and across languages, there is an implicational relationship between high and non-high triggers in rounding harmony: high-vowel triggers imply non-high triggers, but not vice versa. Kaun (1995) and others argue that this is phonetically grounded -non-high vowels manifest F 2 contrasts less prominently (Linker, 1982; Terbeek, 1977) and therefore benefit more from the boost in perceptual salience that harmony may provide.
